Leyton Orient 3, Scunthorpe 1 by Jefi Powell

.~ ] EYTON ORIENT won their first home game

to
ince November. That alone was _enough
send ﬂ:celrﬂnur of satisfaction running round

Saturday’s Brisbane-road gathering of 5,457. A

B It dazzling ray of hope for the long season 0

l thirdwda'fviasian attrition which lies ahead. Yet 1t 18
Oldham. Secondly an unfortun-

: hard to reach po_sitix:e
' O o t conclusions from Orient’s
. ate elimination from the League
} Cup at Brighton. Now this win
Om and a heavy mark to Orient’s
!.‘I-

1966-67 season.

opening gambits to the
First came definite defeat at
credit.

It was a win they deserved.
i @ It was a win rarely in doubt.

And it was a win over the same

W]_n Scunthorpe side who were
placed fourth in the final third

division reckoning last secason.
Most pleasing of all it was
a win a&inyed by some pretty
{ a decisive finishing, a lack of
which has been Orient’s main

bugbear in the recent past,

‘TOM B0OBS —

ORIENT HALT
AWAY SLUMP

' Torquay 1, Leyton Orient |

fl‘ORQUﬁ.Y'B Tom Spratt

missed his first penal

in fourteen mﬂnt%a,.ua
Plainmoor, last night . . |
and presented Orient with ]
thelr first away point of the |
geASON. |

Orient were hanging oq, !
deservedly, to a first-half
lead when Torquay inside

left Alan Kirkman was
fouled in the 66th ninute

Up came Spratt—to slam
ns spot-kick straight at.

| goalkeeper Ron Willis.

But Torquay relused tao
quit, and Geoff Cox ham-

‘mered in a last-minute

cqualiser,
Orient’s 16th-minute goal

| was a beauty. Outside left

John Smith took a through |

| pass from his inside part-
 ner, Dave Metchick
 gave 'keeper Gary McGuire

,__and

no chance.

Just before half-time |
Orient outside right Terry |
Price was booked for a foul |

last

Siamese twins

OUR sets of soccer “Siamese

(wins”: Manager Freddie
Cox has now signed centre-half
Jimmy White four times — for
Bournemouth  (twice) Ports-
mouth and Gillingham; Q.P.R.
chief Alex Stock similarly has
signed Mark Lazarus four times;
| Leyton Orient boss Dick Graham
has signed CIiff Holton three
| times; Manchester City assistant
' manager Malcolm Allison and
right-back Tony Book have been

Their foals came in the 37th
minute from the busy Terry
Price, the 53rd minute from
Dave Metchick—a delightfully
clean-cut affair—and the 8lst
minute from new skipper Brian
Whitehouse.

The normally prolific Cliff
Holton did not score. But when
he found himself tightly policed
in the penalty area he fell deep
in the role of goalmaker for
Price and Metchick.

Holton greatly improved on
his Brighton performance and
the through pass from which
Metchick scored went a long
way to proving that, at 38, he
can still make a valid contri-
bution in league football.

Improvement

There was ﬁprn\remcm, too,
from centre-half John Sneddon
and outside-right Billy Carter
while goalkeeper Ron Willis and
full-back Dave Forsyth con-
tinued to flourish. !

Scunthorpe  proved _hard-
working but short on inspiration
and only  stand-in  striker
Bramley consistently threatened
to take advantage of the
occasional lapses by O’s wing-
halves John Smith and Terry
Bradbury.

They paraded some solid
defenders and a_gund goalkeeper
in  Geoff Sidebottom and
deserved their 84th minute
moment of solace in the shape
ii; ]: well-taken goal by Michael

. This was not a game to stick

mn the mind for good football

and in the past Orient have

flattered to deceive. But I felt

that Saturday saw the blue-

5:1_111: for a more dependable
rient begin to emerge.

There were decided signs of
hope. And manager Dick
Graham could sleep a little
casier in his hospital bed on
Saturday night.

Leyton Orient: Willis, Jones,
g
' r e . olton
Whitehouse, i’r:lna. :

together with three clubs.

17 ;“.. M{H%"'H‘ . ‘t*

Guardian Sport cameraman Archie McNeice puts Bank Holiday
soccer in the picture. Above—new Orient centre-forward CIliff
Holton (right) gets in his header despite the pressing attentions
of Scunthorpe centre-half Burrows and goalkeeper Sidebottom.

Smith zip
ends O’s
‘away’
—gloom—

By JOHN DAVIES

Leyton 1
Dick

Torquay 1

o

with

ANAGER

Graham has
Leyton
Orient lads playing
defensive
restraint and discipline that
infused

once into

Crystal Palace.

Certainly promoted Torquay.
who have seftled confidently to
Third Division Soccer,
Orient one of the toughest s.des

have faced.

15t minute —when
they took the lead through John
Smith — Orient
and headed
owards thelr first away point of

goalkeeper
the fact the Orlent
did not manage thelr Arst away
win since last April

saved

found

th E?r:n

controlled
confildent!y

the season
Don't
Willls for

blame

Tommy Spratt
enalty in the 66th minute. And
1ls view was completely blocked
defenders
Geoff Cox floated
shot for
eaunliser.

1 —McGulre,
Enx?mﬁ?::lh smith. Clarke, Spratt, Si ubbs,
Kirkman Reid,

L ﬂr#ntwt-iwm*ﬂ

arsvth.
Holton, Metchick Smith, Sub | Goodgrame

right-half
in a 20-vard
last-minute

when

Torquays
Kitchener,

Benson
Whitehouse

r}'Brirn:

Sarrell,

on Cox.

Orient’s first
away point

Torquay 1, Leyton Orient 1

this themdﬁ?o: e

Smith’
shock first ;oni looked r.nnn:l:
to boost Orient’s first away prize

to two points.

The dismc'?lincd hand of mana-
er Dick Graham was obviously
chind the regimented defensive

tactics which followed.

The experience of Dave For-
syth—brought back after a two-
week absence—was another vital
factor which helped to mould
Ornient’s rearguard into a formid-
able force which stamped com-
mand on most of the game.

Once in the on players
showed ty of t ve
Torquay one of their t est
games to date.

Willis played a heroic role in
the Orient goal and in the 66th
minute he saved a penalty from
Tommy Spratt.

He was hardly to blame for
the last minute equaliser which |
came from a 20-yard lob by
Cox. The ball floated into the !
net over a squad of Orient
gi:fcndm blocking the keeper's

cW

Graham said afterwards he was
delighted with the way in which
his team had worked throughout
the game.

Leyton Orient: Willls, White-
house, Jones, Went, Forsyth,

Sorrell, Price, O'Brien, Holton,
Metchick, Smith, Subst.: Good-

Eame.

The first season in Division 111
for some years sees Leyton
Orient facing a number of prob-
lems. Manager Dick Graham was
away 1n hospital for a spell and
Cliff Holton, these days only a
part-timer, along with Brian
Whitechouse, has been handling
the managerial duties as best he
he can. Holton, who 1s employed
by an engineering firm, stll has
the ability to bring out that extra
something when the occasion
demands and Brisbane Road fans
should be grateful that such an
experienced campaigner s on
hand when the chips are down.
While Vic Rouse was out of the
team with a back injury, I8-year-
old Ron Willis took over the firsl
team goalkeeping duties and
when Willis was njured, 1t was
on the cards that Steve Bowtell
at 16 and a former England
schoolboy player, would have 10
ke over. Bowtell will have to
wait for his league baptism for
llis recovered. ‘




